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1. Why MSF involvement in  

kala azar? 

  

ÅDeadly epidemic in conflict-affected Southern Sudan 

ÅContexts of   

 -extreme poverty  

 -remoteness 

 -marginalization  

 -conflict 
 

MEDICAL-HUMANITARIAN  

EMERGENCY 
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1. Why MSF involvement in  

kala azar? 
 

ÅNo other actors 

ÅNo interest of governments, donors, academia, pharma  

ÅDifficult to diagnose, complex expensive treatment 

 

NEGLECT 
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Marginalized people 

Exposure and vulnerability 

 

ÅRemote South Sudan 

ÅMigrant workers India and Ethiopia 

 

Marginalization, also within 

countries 

-Increased exposure  
-Increased vulnerability  
-Poor access to health care  
 



MSF focus 
 

Neglected Tropical 
Diseases  (NTDs)  
 

Poverty-related  
infectious diseases  

Sleeping sickness 
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Kala azar 

Buruli  
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ΨwormsΩ 

River blindness 

Guinea 
worm 
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Malaria 

Diarrhoeal 
diseases 

Dengue 

Lymphatic 
filariasis 

Bacterial pneumonia & meningitis 

leprosy 



7 

Your logo 

7 

2. Strategy: what did we do and why  

 
  
Responding to kala azar outbreaks (east-Africa)  and 

contributing to elimination (south-Asia) 

 

 

To save lives and influence change 

  



MSF History in East Africa: 
Response to KA outbreaks 

 
Å  1989: Western Upper Nile, Southern Sudan 

Å  1995: Eastern Upper Nile, Southern Sudan 

Å  1996: Gedaref State, Eastern Sudan 

Å  1997: North-west Ethiopia 

Å  2000: Somalia 

Å  2002: Eastern Upper Nile and North-west Ethiopia 

Å  2009-2011: Major outbreak response in Jonglei and 
 Upper Nile States in South Sudan 

 



Under the trees  
Under the trees (South Sudan) 

Kala azar treatment 

centres 



 

Hospital (Humera, Ethiopia) 

 Field Hospital (Um-el-Kher, 

 eastern Sudan) 

Kala azar treatment 

centres 
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Add Bangladesh photo 

Innovation in  active case-finding in Bangladesh 

Innovation in kala azar treatment   

Ambulatory PKDL treatment  


