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Introduction to international health (M1) 

 

• Targeting: Health professionals with master degree 

• Rationale: Health care provision, health service 
organisation and disease control in LRS - population 
level thinking 

• Key features: Thematic blocks - Integrating disciplines  

• Teaching methods: State of the art lectures, 
interactive  classes on conceptual models and tools, 
skills training, group work 

• Core Module of MIH (tropEd)/MPH (ITM) – 20 credits 

 

 



4 

Introduction to international health (M1) 

 

• Thematic blocks:  

– Health problems: 
• TB 

• HIV/aids 

• Vector-borne diseases 

– Social group 
• Child health and nutrition 

• Maternal health 

• Populations in emergencies 

• Populations in a defined area 

 

 

 



Introduction to international health (M1) 

 



WEEK 4 

Integrated TB care 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

26/09/11 27/09/11 28/09/11 29/09/11 30/09/11 

  9:00 - 10:00 9:00 - 11:15 9:00 - 10:45 9:00 - 10:45 

  Critical reading Treatment Control strategies Preparation exercise 

          

11:15 - 13:00 10:15 - 13:00 11:45 - 13:00 11:15 - 13:00 11:15 - 12:15 

Epidemiology 
Descriptive 
pathology 

Public Health Public Health 
Plenary session - 
synthesis 

          

14:15 - 16:00 14:15 - 16:00 14:15 - 16:15 14:15 - 16:30   

Microbiology - 
diagnosis 

Labo Public health 
Clinical case 
discussion 

  

          

Assessment of 
diagnostic and 

therapeutic 
approaches 

Calculation and 
interpretation 
of indicators 

Model for 
operational 

analysis 

Prioritise 
interventions  



Biomedical and clinical sciences of tropical 
diseases (M2a) 

• Targeting: Medical doctors 

 

• Rationale: clinical decision making for tropical diseases in 
LRS – individual patient level thinking 

 

• Content: descriptive pathology, laboratory, clinical decision-
making, specialties 

 

• Teaching methods: State of the art lectures, group work, 
clinical case discussions, laboratory skills training 

 



Biomedical and clinical sciences of tropical 
diseases (M2a) 



Acute upper abdominal pain 

Disease Priority Confirmers Excluders 

Liver abscess High     

Pyelonephritis High     

Pneumonia High     

Giardiasis Low     

Dysenteria (incl amoebiasis) High     

Peritonitis High     

Myocardial infarction Low     

Diabetic acidosis High     

Volvulus High     

Gastric perforation High     

Aneurysm Low     

Ascaris migration High     

Sickle cell anaemia High     

Gastritis Low     

Cholangitis High     

Reflux Low     

Cholecystitis High     

Pancreatitis High     

Biliary colic Low     



 

Acute upper 

 Abdominal  

Pain 

 

cholecystitis 

Pyelonephritis 

Liver abscess 

 

Gastric perforation 
 

Pneumonia 

peritonitis 

Diabetic acidosis 

Dysenteria  

incl amebiasis 

pancreatitis 

volvulus 

Sickle cell anemia 

Ascaris (migration) 

cholangitis 



 

Acute upper 

 Abdominal  

Pain 

 

cholecystitis 

Pyelonephritis 
Liver abscess 

jaundice 

 

Gastric perforation 
 

Pneumonia 

peritonitis 

Diabetic acidosis 

Dysenteria  

incl amebiasis 

pancreatitis 

volvulus 

Sickle cell anemia 

Ascaris (migration) 

fever 

guarding 

Echo 

cholangitis 



 

Acute upper 

 Abdominal  

Pain 

 

cholecystitis 

Pyelonephritis 
Liver abscess 

jaundice 

 

Gastric perforation 
 

Pneumonia 

peritonitis 

Diabetic acidosis 

Dysenteria  

incl amebiasis 

Bloody diarrhoea 

pancreatitis 

volvulus 

Sickle cell anemia 

Ascaris (migration) 

fever 

guarding 

Rx abdomen 

Vomit, constipation 

Hyperglycemia Cetonuria 

Cough 

Flank pain Mictalgia 

Intermittent jaundice,  

Backpain 

Acute onset 

Chest pain   

Echo 

cholangitis 

Severe pain 

Murphy + 

Anemia 

 

Stool exam 

 

Urinalysis 

Purulent sputa 

X-ray   

Hepatomegaly 

Steatorrhoea 

tenesmes. 

silence 
Acute onset 

Dehydration, V+ 

Altered consciouness 

Tachypnea 

bone pain 

Sickling test 

Stool ex 



Biomedical and clinical sciences of tropical 
diseases (M2b) 

• Targeting: Biomedical/pharmaceutical scientists 

 

• Rationale: Managing a district laboratory 

 

• Content: tropical medicine, laboratory sciences 

 

• Teaching methods: interactive lectures, laboratory 
skills training, individual assignment 

 



Questions from the field: malaria Rapid 

Diagnostic Test 

Can we use water when 

we are running out of 

buffer?  

Biomedical and clinical sciences of tropical 
diseases (M2b) 



Malaria Rapid Diagnostic Tests in Practicals 

Tests run with distilled water and saline  
give false-positive results  
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Postgraduate in tropical medicine 

 

• Targeting: Nurses and midwives with bachelor 
degree 

 

• Rationale: Support to the primary care level 

 

• Content: tropical medicine and medical care in LRS, 
health service organisation, management 

 

• Teaching methods: Interactive lectures, group 
work, skills training 

 



Postgraduate in tropical medicine 


